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DETAIL SHOWING EXHIBITION OF EARLY SILVER AND PORTRAITS 
TEMPORARY EXHIBITION ROOM 



NOTES 



THE RECEPTION TO MEM- 
BERS. — The members and their 
friends, on Monday evening, No- 
vember 6th, availed themselves 
of the opportunity to see the section of the 
Museum devoted to the Egyptian collec- 
tion — material received by the Museum by 
gifts, by purchase, and through its exca- 
vations recently carried on in Egypt — 
which, under the direction of Mr. A. M. 
Lythgoe, Curator of the Department, and 
his assistants, Messrs. Mace and Winlock 
and Miss Ransom, has been arranged in 
ten rooms, with every help for study and 
general appreciation. On the same evening 
there was given, also, a first view of the 
loan collection of early silver brought to- 
gether by the officers of the Colonial Dames 
of the State of New York through the 
agency of its organization and its affiliated 



societies, and of the collection of colonial 
portraits by Blackburn, Copley, Smibert, 
and Pelham, generously lent for this occa- 
sion by their owners. 

The guests were received in the main 
Fifth Avenue Entrance Hall by the Presi- 
dent of the Museum, Mr. J. Pierpont Mor- 
gan, and in the loan exhibition gallery by 
Mrs. William Robison, the President of the 
Colonial Dames. 

The special loan exhibition will remain on 
view until December 31st. 

Recent Publications, — An illustrated 
handbook to the Egyptian rooms, 1 prepared 
by members of the Department, and 
illustrated catalogues of the loan collec- 

1 A handbook of the Egyptian rooms. With 
illustrations. New York, MCMXI. xxii, 176 
pages, illus. plates. 8vo. Price, $ .25. 
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tions of American silver and portraits have 
recently been placed on sale. The first of 
these gives a general account of the art of 
Egypt divided by periods following the 
arrangement of the rooms, with special ref- 
erences to the most important objects in 
the collection, and furnishes an admirable 
handbook to the general subject. The 
silver catalogue, 1 which is arranged accord- 
ing to makers, is preceded by an introduc- 
tion on the early silversmiths of New York, 
written by Mr. R. T. Haines Halsey, which 
will be found to be of great value to collec- 
tors and students of this little-known 
branch of the American decorative arts. 
In the catalogue of portraits 2 will be found 
an introduction on the American painters 
in Colonial days, especially those repre- 
sented in the collection, Blackburn, Cop- 
ley, Pelham, and Smibert, and many 
valuable notes. 

These volumes will be mailed upon re- 
quest to the Secretary of the Museum. 

The Lecture Hall. — The new Lecture 
Hall was used for the first time since its 
completion at a meeting of the Association 
of Collegiate Alumnae on the afternoon of 
October 27th, in connection with their con- 
vention in this city. A brief address of 
welcome was made by the Director of the 
Museum, which was followed by one on A 
Rational Application of Art to Daily Life, 
by Frank Alvah Parsons. The acoustic 
properties of the hall, which had been so 
defective as to make its use practically im- 
possible, were found to have been greatly 
improved by the alterations executed by 
McKim, Mead, and White under the direc- 
tion of Professor Wallace C. Sabine. 

The New York Library Club held its 
first meeting of the season of 191 1- 19 12 in 
the Lecture Room on November 9, 191 1. 
Addresses were made by Mrs. A. L. Roesler, 

1 Catalogue of an exhibition of silver used in 
New York, New Jersey, and the South. With a 
note on early New York Silversmiths, by R. T. 
Haines Halsey. New York, November 6 to De- 
cember 31, MCMXI. xxxvi, 85 pages, illus., 29 
plates. 8vo. Price, $ .25. 

2 Catalogue of an exhibition of Colonial por- 
traits. New York, November 6 to December 31, 
MCMXI. x, 70 pages. 1 1 plates. 8vo. Price, 
I .25. 



whose subject was the Library of the 
American Museum of Natural History, and 
by Mr. Frederick S. Dellenbaugh of the 
American Geographical Society, who spoke 
of the contents of the Geographical So- 
ciety's Library. Both speakers pointed 
out the advantages and opportunities of 
these special libraries. 

The usefulness of our own Museum Li- 
brary was also brought to the notice of the 
members of the Club by William R. Clif- 
ford. Miss M. W. Plummer spoke of the 
Library School with which she is connected. 

At the close of the meeting the members 
visited the Library of the Museum. 

Dr. James P. Haney, director of art in 
the high schools of the city, has given two 
lessons to teachers in the hall, designed to 
show them how to take their classes around 
the Museum. His instruction was given 
in the form of object lessons by having at 
each meeting a typical class of boys, to 
whom his remarks were chiefly addressed 
and in whom he stimulated an interest in 
the paintings illustrated on the screen by 
a system of questions and answers. 

Mr. Lythgoe's lectures on the History of 
Art in Ancient Egypt, which could not be 
given at the time of the opening of the new 
Egyptian galleries, have since been begun 
and are now in progress. These lectures, 
which are given on Tuesday and Friday 
afternoons at 4:30, are intended primarily 
for members of the Museum; but if any 
seats remain vacant at 4:25, they may be 
occupied by the public without tickets. 
The dates and titles of the course are as 
follows: 

Nov. 28: The Beginnings of Egyptian Civiliza- 
tion. 

Dec. 1: The Pyramids and their Temples. 

Dec. 5: The Mastaba-tombs of the Old King- 
dom. 

Dec. 8: The Pyramids and Tombs of the Middle 
Kingdom. 

Dec. 12: Thebes and the Empire. 

Dec. 15: The Great Oasis and its Monuments 
of the later Periods. 

The Library. — The additions to the 
Library during October were one hundred 
and eighty-three volumes, divided as fol- 
lows: By purchase, one hundred and fifty- 
two; by gift, thirty-one. Twenty-four 
photographs were added to the collection. 
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The names of the donors are Mme. Elise 
Bohm, Mr. Hugo Helbing, Mrs. Ludwig 



played some of the interesting illuminated 
manuscripts and early printed books be- 




THE THIRD EGYPTIAN ROOM 



Mond, Mr. Clarence B. Moore, Mr. Don 
C. Seitz, Mr. James P. Silo, and Mr. H. A. 
Hammond Smith. 
Three exhibition cases, in which are dis- 



longing to the collections, have been placed 
in the reading room. 

The attendance during the month was 
seven hundred and fifty-one. 
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